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“To Tithe or Not to Tithe? That is the Question” 
Dr. Randy Rheaume, Senior Pastor    

 
Ever wonder, “What does God expect of me when it comes to giving financially to my local church?” Or 
maybe you’re considering becoming a member, but you question, “Why are members asked to commit 
themselves to tithing to SCC?” In the following paragraphs, I’ll try to provide some answers.  
 

Why Give? 
 
The Bible definitely directs believers to give to the Lord: “Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best 
part of everything you produce.” Proverbs 3:9 (NLT)  
 
But why does God ask us to give financially? In the Bible the Lord makes it clear that it isn’t because He 
needs our money; it all belongs to Him (cf. Psalm 50:9-12)! Why then does He want us to give? Because 
God wants us to live with the realization that everything we “have” is actually on loan from Him. Scripture 
says, “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.” Psalm 24:1 
(NLT) In reality, we don’t own anything. Nothing! We’re only the caretakers of what God has loaned to us. 
The best we can do, really, is to give back to Him.  
 
Most of all, as followers of Christ, how can we refuse to give? Jesus Christ gave everything for us (2 
Corinthians 8:9), and He is our Lord and our example (Colossians 2:6; 1 John 2:6; 3:16).  
 

How Much? 
 
But how much should we be expected to give to God? Ten percent? Actually, Jesus taught that all of His 
followers must give nothing short of 100%! He said, “So you cannot become my disciple without giving up 
everything you own.” Luke 14:33 (NLT) We must surrender all. This means that everything God entrusts to 
us must be used by us for His purposes. In other words, our whole lives must be given over to Him—100%. 
It also means that whatever God “gives” to us we must hold onto very loosely, in case He requires us to 
hand it over to someone else. Our Master teaches us to be over-the-top generous: “Give to those who ask, 
and don’t turn away from those who want to borrow.” Matthew 5:42 (NLT)   And so, how much? Everything!  
 

What about Tithing? 
 
But what about giving to a local ministry—in our case, SCC? At SCC we believe in the biblical principle of 
tithing. A tithe means simply a tenth. To tithe is to give 10% of your income to the Lord. This is a biblical 
practice. God says, “‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.’” Malachi 3:10  Since the Israelites were 
told to support their spiritual leaders, we ask SCC members to commit a tithe of their income to support the 
ministry of SCC. 
 
But Isn’t Tithing Passé? 
  
Some Christians believe that tithing is not for Christians, since it was legislated only under the Mosaic Law, 
which has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ and is therefore not valid for us. It is indeed true that Jesus fulfilled 
the law (Matthew 5:17) and Christians are no longer under it (Romans 6:14; Ephesians 2:15; Hebrews 
8:13). Furthermore, it is also true that the New Testament never commands local churches or individuals 
to give a specific percentage to God’s work. Nonetheless, as I explain below, tithing is still a good idea for 
a New Testament believer. How so?  


