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Is it a Law? 
 
Tithing is an excellent principle and practice to follow—not as a law but as a discipline of the Christian life. 
Most Christians (even those who don’t believe in tithing) do the same sort of thing with many other practices.  
 
For example, the New Testament never commands Christians to read the Bible everyday. Why not? 
Because most Christians in New Testament times couldn’t read and (even if they could) had no immediate 
access to copies of the books of the Bible, much less personal copies. In their meetings the Scriptures were 
read aloud to the congregation and Christians were commanded to listen, heed, and live on God’s Word 
(Colossians 3:16; James 1:21-22; Revelation 1:3). Unlike ours, theirs was more of an oral culture than a 
literary culture. Average people in oral-oriented cultures were typically much better than we are today at 
memorizing important teachings. Today we’re geared more to the printed page or to a computer or smart 
phone screen. And so, a good modern-day application of the command to hear and obey God’s Word is for 
Christians to read the Bible everyday. Many Christian pastors and Bible teachers rightly stress this practice, 
even though it’s not spelled out this way in Scripture. The same could be said for many other Christian 
practices, such as having a church wedding, using musical instruments in worship, and praying before 
meals. These are not commanded in the New Testament, but they are based on biblical principles and 
make good sense.   
 
Likewise, tithing is a sensible way to fulfill the biblical command about giving to your local ministry. At SCC 
we fully acknowledge that other Christians may differ with us on this practice, but as members we commit 
together to tithe to SCC in order to support this ministry. Also, SCC gives at least 10% to missions from 
what is given to the general offering. And so we practice tithing both on the individual as well as the 
corporate level. We encourage parents to train their children to tithe, so that when they grow up, it will be 
an established practice for them.  
 
Why 10%? 
 
But why 10% and not some other percentage? Giving 10% is a principle that goes back to Abraham 
(Genesis 14:20), who, in the New Testament, is called the Father of all who believe (Romans 4:11). Tithing 
was also practiced by Jacob (renamed Israel), the founder of the people/nation of God (Genesis 28:22). 
These men stand, in a special way, for all believers throughout time. Centuries after Abraham and Jacob, 
God required tithing in the law (Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 14:22-29; 26:12). In the Mosaic system, 
the Levites, under the direction of the priests, collected tithes regularly from the Israelites so that they could 
be used for the various purposes specified in the law (Nehemiah 10:37-39). Actually, the percentage the 
Israelites were required to give under the law may have well exceeded 10% (anywhere from 17-23%). In 
any case, the principle of tithing existed among God’s people long before the law.  
 
Actually, at SCC we stress the principle more than the precise percentage. Ten percent is a good 
benchmark for your regular giving. If you’re worried, however, about it becoming legalistic for you to give a 
precise tithe, we would suggest, perhaps, give 9% or 11%, or vary it year by year. For a Christian struggling 
financially, 10% should be the mark to reach. But many Christians can afford to give more than a tithe.   
 
But Why Not Just “Give Generously”? 
 
Perhaps the most common objection to tithing among some Christians is that in the New Testament we’re 
not required to give a certain percentage but to give voluntarily, cheerfully, and generously. The classic text 
is 2 Corinthians 9:6-11, along with others (e.g., 2 Corinthians 8; Philippians 4:14-19). To be sure, these 
passages indeed give us many important lessons about Christian giving. But what’s almost always left out 
when these passages are cited against tithing is that all of them are speaking about special gifts for special 
circumstances (i.e., what we today often call “special offerings”) rather than the regular giving New 
Testament Christians practiced. These texts are simply not directly addressing the subject of giving 
regularly to the Lord’s work. Certainly Christians should give generously and cheerfully, but tithing helps a 
Christian to begin to understand what “generous” really means. By biblical standards 10% is a good place 
to begin.  


